RULE ON THE BUDGET CONTROL ACT OF 2011

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia: Madam Speaker, this rule provides for debate of legislation that was
slapped together behind closed doors, providing for trillions of dollars in unspecified cuts. The
final version was sprung on the House after being made public just this morning, and now we're
expected to vote the whole thing up or down, without amendment, in spite of the fact that 53
Senators are already on record saying that they will oppose it.

This legislation is in response to a manufactured so-called "crisis." We can avoid default on our
obligations the same way we have done it almost once a year over the last half century, just
increase the debt ceiling. And now this final version calls for default on our obligations unless
we pass a constitutional amendment mislabeled a "balanced budget amendment."

The so-called "balanced budget amendment" reported from the Judiciary Committee does not
require a balanced budget. In fact, it will make it more difficult to balance the budget, and it will
certainly jeopardize Social Security and Medicare. It will also include a provision that requires a
three-fifths vote to increase the debt ceiling, as if this week's drama isn't enough of a spectacle.

Madam Speaker, we should end this manufactured crisis, increase the debt ceiling to avoid
default, and then seriously focus on legislation that will create jobs and restore fiscal
responsibility.




